
A-Level Film Studies



WHY A-LEVEL FILM STUDIES?

• Do you want a deeper understanding, appreciation, and enjoyment of film?

• Are you interested in how films shape our perceptions of the world?

• Do you want to experience films with a more critical eye?

• Do you want to discuss and debate the kind of films that shape public 
discourse, win awards, and receive critical acclaim?

• Considering a film-related subject (e.g. Media Studies, Journalism, English, or 
Drama) at degree level?

• You do not need to have studied Film or Media at GCSE to study this course at 
A-level.



WHAT DOES THE COURSE 

CONSIST OF AT A-LEVEL?

1 Internally assessed component:
• Component 3: Production (30%)

2 Externally examined components:
• Component 1: Varieties of Film (35%)
• Component 2: Global Filmmaking (35%)



A-LEVEL COMPONENT 1 BREAK-DOWN

External: Component 1 – Varieties of Film (35%)

• SECTION A: Hollywood 1930-1990 (Classic Hollywood and 
New Hollywood)

• SECTION B: American film (Independent film)
• SECTION C: British film



A-LEVEL COMPONENT 2 BREAK-DOWN
External: Component 1 – Global Filmmaking (35%)

• SECTION A: Global film (Non-English language films)
• SECTION B: Documentary
• SECTION C: Silent film
• SECTION D: Experimental film



WHAT SORT OF QUESTIONS WILL YOU BE ASKED?



A-LEVEL COMPONENT 3

Internal: 
Component 3 –
Media Production 
(30%)



COMPONENT 3 EXAMPLE



WHAT MIGHT THE SUBJECT LEAD TO?

• Media, journalism, drama and English-related 
undergraduate study.

• Careers in the film industry—and transferable skills for 
careers in areas such as advertising, marketing, and 
journalism.

• Any career involving interpersonal or analytical skills 
(there is a lot of discussion involved and Film Studies is 
well-suited to those with a perceptive nature).
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