
English Language and Literature



Why Study English Language and Literature?

✓Esteemed and valued skill base for university and career prospects  

✓Experienced and supportive teachers

✓Lots of discussion and trying out new ideas

✓Group work as well as individual work is emphasised

✓Develop your essay writing and communication skills

✓Trips to the theatre and study days



✓ Designed with a focus on the integration of 
language and literature, these 
specifications enables you to see how 
linguistic and literary methods are related 
and to explore these links in your work. 

✓ Offers clear skills progression from GCSE, 
the course allows you to build on the skills 
and knowledge already gained and prepare 
for your next steps. 

✓ The variety of assessment styles used, such 
as re-creative writing, commentary writing, 
discursive essays and research-based 
investigative writing, allows you to develop 
a wide range of skills. These include the 
ability to read critically, analyse, evaluate 
and undertake independent research, 
which are invaluable for both further study 
and future employment.

It had begun to snow outside. It 
was the first snow since my 
death, and this was not lost on 
my father….



What does the course look like?

We will be following the AQA course, which covers 
the following topics:

A-level

▪Telling stories

▪Exploring conflict

▪Making connections 



Understand language; 
understand society

Arguably the most useful and interesting subject in the 
world…ever!

“More has been screwed up on the battlefield 
and misunderstood in the Pentagon because of 
a lack of understanding of the English 
language than any other single factor.”
John W. Vessey, Jr. 

“Children learn to speak Male or 
Female the way they learn to speak 
English or French.” 

Jeffrey Eugenides



Is social media ruining the English Language?

BN 2 ENG LNG 
2DAY. WAS 
GR8 LOL ☺  

“Text messaging is a 
perfect example of how 
people adapt and mould 
language to suit different 

contexts”

“How long before we 
accept grunts 

accompanied by vague 
finger pointing?”

“It's just a new form of 
shorthand. Older forms of 
shorthand haven't taken 
over from written language, 
so I can see no reason for 
"txt" to do so.”

“Teenagers don’t 
know how to write 

properly these days. 
Messaging is to 

blame.”



We study real texts



We study literature that gives a voice to those 
who have been previously ignored in society.

Do Wah Diddy Diddy, Baby Love, Oh Pretty Woman

were in the Top Ten that month, October, and the 

Beatles

were everywhere else. I can give you the B-side

of the Supremes one. Hang on. ‘Come See About 
Me?’

I need help, Doc, and bad: I can't forget
the rustle of my father's ballgown 
as he bent
to say goodnight to me, his French scent ...

It was in that small shack that Hassan’s mother, 

Sanaubar, gave birth to him one cold winter day in 

1964. While my mother hemorrhaged to death during 

childbirth, Hassan lost his less than a week after he 

was born. Lost her to a fate most Afghans 
considered far worse than death: She ran off with a 

clan of traveling singers and dancers.



Why is it relevant today?

It literally is!  And I mean literally, not figuratively.

Though the adverb 'literally' is often used to mean 'figuratively'...but 
that's what language does.  It changes with the times.

Do men and women still talk differently?  Why might this be?

How can the language we use reflect our situation in an ever-changing 
society?



Opportunities for Independent Research – 
some topics explored by current year 13

• How do Taylor Jenkins Reid and Taylor Swift present women in 
'The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo' and 'Lover'?

• How is language used to show leadership styles of Brian Clough 
in 'The Damned United' and Marcelo Bielsa in 'Take Us Home'?

• How are Prince Harry and Princess Margaret presented in 
'Spare' and 'The Other Windsor Girl'?



Careers with A-Level English Language and Literature

✓Journalism
✓Forensic linguist
✓Lawyer
✓Teacher
✓Advertising and marketing
✓Speech and Language Therapist
✓Police Officer
✓Events Organiser
✓Librarian
✓Counsellor
✓Lecturer
✓Politician

“Studying English Language  
and literature at A-Level gives 
you the confidence to 
communicate effectively in any 
situation and to adapt your 
language in order to get what 
you want out of life.  When you 
can understand how a language 
works, you can begin to 
understand the people who use 
it.”
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