
‘An Inspector Calls,’ plot revision 

Who has just gotten engaged as the play begins? Who are they celebrating their engagement with 

and where? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

What is the nature of Mr Birling’s and Gerald’s father’s businesses? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Mr Birling mentions two significant historical events in his speech. What are they? 

1.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

What is Mr Birling’s main piece of advice during his ‘man to man’ talk with Eric and Gerald? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

What is the Inspector’s name?................................................................................................................. 

How did Eva Smith die?............................................................................................................................ 

The Inspector questions Mr Birling first and shows him a photograph. What reason does he give for 

not showing the photograph to anyone else at that time? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

What is Mr Birling’s connection with Eva Smith? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

What was Eva Smith asking for that caused her to be fired? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

What did Eva Smith do for work after she was fired? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Why was she fired from her second job? What power did Sheila have over Eva? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

What is Sheila’s response to the Inspector’s story so far? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

The Inspector tells the Birlings that Eva Smith changed her name. To what?.......................................... 



Gerald recognises the name. When and where did he meet her? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Why does this make Sheila particularly angry? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

It is revealed that Gerald ended up having what kind of a relationship with Eva Smith/Daisy Renton? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

The Inspector now shows the photograph of the dead girl to Mrs Birling. When and where does Mrs 

Birling recognise the girl from? What is the purpose of the organisation of which Mrs Birling is 

chairwoman? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Why did Mrs Birling refuse the pregnant girl help? Whose responsibility does she say the baby is? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Who is revealed to be the baby’s father? …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

When and where had Eric met the girl? What did he do to try and help her when he discovered she 

was pregnant? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

How do the following feel about their involvement in Eva Smith/Daisy Renton’s death? 

Mr Birling……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Mrs Birling …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Sheila …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Eric …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

After he has left the house, what do the Birlings learn about the Inspector? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

How do the parents feel about Eva Smith’s death after this revelation?................................................. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

What do Sheila and Eric think of their parents?……………………………………………………………………..…………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 


